New Initiatives

ARTS AND PHILANTHROPY

SMNEE

On January 17th, 2011 the ACC in Hong Kong presented a round-table discussion on
“Philanthropy and the Arts” led by speaker Melissa Berman, President and CEO of

Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors in New York.
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Speaking to a group of ACC supporters and representatives
of local arts organizations, Dr. Berman presented a rich
overview of current trends in global philanthropy while
entertaining the group with facts and figures accumulated
throughout a distinguished career in the field.

“Being generous causes our brains to light up and release
a chemical that makes us feel good” she reported. “Eating
chocolate has the same effect.” This scientific finding was

followed by considerably more sobering realities, but her talk
was also filled with practical advice and encouraging support for

the non-profit sector. Below are some of the highlights:

Current Trends in Philanthropy

»  Governments all over the world are decreasing support of
charities and the private sector is taking on a bigger share
of this work.

Both corporate and private donors are looking for more
hands-on involvement in the causes they support and are
no longer interested in simply writing a check.

= There is increased interest in “Solution-oriented
philanthropy”. Many families are beginning to take on the
image of the causes they support, thus making choices of
charities to support even more important.

» Corporate giving now demands charities to tie into
their strategic interests, such as employee involvement,
community outreach to underprivileged populations and
microfinance.

« The average age of donors is rising, which means that
there is a lack of giving in the younger generation.

= In the United States USD 300 billion is annually donated
to charity, mostly to religious organizations and very little
of that pie goes to the arts. To meet the challenge, arts
organizations must position the arts as a means of solving
global problems.
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